Denies to End He 
Had Part in Any 
Conspiracy 

Dallas, Jan. 3 [Special]— 
Death today closed the lips of 
Jack Ruby, a leading figure in 
the events Surrounding the as- 
sassination of President Ken- 
nedy and the , killer of the ac- 



Jack Ruby 

cused assassin, Lee Harvey Os- 
wald. - 

Ruby, 55, a one-time tough 
kid from Chicago, died this 
morning. The end came in the 
Parkland Memorial hospi- 
tal ,the same pjace where 
both President Kennedy and 
Oswald breathed their last three 
years ago. 


Clot Reaches Lung 


An autopsy disclosed the 


cause of death was a blood clot. 
Dr. Eugene Frenkel said a clot 
broke loose in Ruby’s right leg 
and coursed into his lungs. The 
autopsy also showed extensive 
cancer in both lungs and in the 
lymph nodes and liver. 

Nearly 20 medical specialists 



were at the bedside, giving 
closed heart message and oxy- 
gen but the blood: ol 


lHBgSL_ 

The de ath of Ruby, whos e 



conviction of k il)inff Oswald was 
over turned by an appea ls _coyrt, 
sent~ the assassination in to Jiis- 


^°ilrigtiQaj3n-the- books^or-the 
crimes. 


In Hospital Since Dec. 9 


It also came amid renewed 
discussion and criti cism of th e 
Warren commission's investiga- 
Bo n of a coTfaoverey which, 
might _not hav e ex isted if Ruby 
Ea3r^ 

persi^ je§piteJRuby.’s-plfias 
GT the world to b e lieve th ere 
was nothing more than the, ac- 
countJie- gave. 

The balding, former Dallas 
nightclub owner, who had been 
taken to the hospital from his 
jail cell last Dec. 9, sank into a 
coma and died peacefully at 
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10:30 a. m. central standard 
time. 

“Jack’s dead, he died very 
peacefully,” said his sister, Mrs. 
Eva Grant, who, with a brother, 
Earl, of Detroit, and another 
sister, Mrs. Eileen Kaminsky, 
of Chicago, were with him at 
the end. 


Too Extensive for Surgery 
When Ruby was taken to the 
hospital nearly a month ago, he 
was reported to be suffering 
from pneumonia. But it was 
soon announced that he was 
ravaged by cancer so wide- 
spread it could not be stopped 
by surgery. Doctors tried vari- 
ous drugs thruout Ruby’s last 
days. 


Phil Burleson, his DaUa& ^ai- 
toraeyTwho also was near the 
bedside when Ruby died, told 
of the^patlent’fi fin qj hours. 

“I saw Jack last evening 


shortly before 7,” Burleson said . 
“He looked very weak and ap - 
ftearedTo me to have lost a Jo t 
o? w e i g fiT . He talkedTvexy 
strong . I think the last thin pr 
we talked about was fimt* 
mutual friends who harl gpnt 
messages to him thru me.” 


Took Pauper’s Oath 
Burleson said that as far as' 
he~k nevv, Rupy "dfddt have jmy» 
e stakT oT conl^qTT&ilce . ’^Burle- 
son said he dldiTt kiiow about a 


will. Jde recfflal that .Ruby 
?ook ajaupcr’sjoath to get the 
state. to pay for the .transcript 
of his triaHor appeal purposes. 

Q Q UTS fi. Ja ck.iiied. not 
conyicted^man,” jBurlesnnaaitL. 

District Atty. Henry Wade 
said that because of the death 
he would dismiss the murder 
charge that had been pending" 
against Ruby. 

The death also permitted di-‘ 
vulgence of previously as- 
sembled information about 
Ruby ; s last days in prison. 
From attorneys, relatives, and 
friends who visited him it was 
learned that, as death ap- 
proached, Ruby’s paramount 
interest was making people 
believe he was not hiding any- 
thing about Oswald’s killing. 

Denied Any Conspiracy 

He wanted to be given a lie . 
detector test and did make a 
secret tape recording, re- 
portedly on a recorder smug- 
gled in a briefcase into his 
hospital room in recent weeks. 

To the edge of death. Ruby 
denied he was involved in a 
conspiracy when, in full view 
of millions of television viewers, 
he jabbed a snub-nosed re- 
volver into Oswald’s abdomen 
and killed him with one shot 
in a Dallas police station on 
Nov. 24, 1963, two days after 
President Kennedy’s slaying. 

But even members o£_±ris 

H is brother, Earl, s aid he 
asked. Hem* the e nd: “Are_you - 
■Suyr^jack^JtLere was nothing 
else? "_£arl said .tank replied- 

“I’ m not hiding anything. I’m 
There 

is. nothing to hide, no one to 
p rotect, Believe-m e.” 

Hallucinations Bared 

As he lay in his guarded 
room in the hospital, Ruby was 
tormented by hallucinations. 
He imagined that millions of 
American Jews were being 
-slain as punishment because 



he, a Jew, silenced the Presi- 
dents accused assassin. 

He though Jews were being 
transpoted to Dallas and tour- 
tured to death in the basement 
of the Dallas county jail. His 
brother, Earld, told him: 
“That’s not true, Jack, it’s 
just not true.” Many others he 
ordinarily trusted told him the 
same thing. But Jack wouldn’t 
believe them. 

“Don’t tell me,” they said 
he replied. “I hear screaming 
from the basement every 
night.” 

Jack also complained tha t 
-his poor~heaRh had been Jn- 



thisa s proprSiaT mus taflLgas 
wag b ferng seeped Info h is ontt- 
— Suspected Cancer Injection 

When his con(fttionjyas-dteg- 
ncreE?T~as~ c ancer. he -Jwae-cer- 
lain it nacTbeen inie cled-iato 

Altho members of his fami ly 
co m p lained that his^ condltlon 
had been neglected in its early 
stages, they praised theJc eat- 
ment Ruby received in ^lhe 
Par kland hosp ital. 

Those closest to Ruby said he 
could be rational on certain 
levels and wholly irrational on 
others. For example, he might 
be watching a football game 
on television and a penalty as- 
sessed in the game would touch 
him off and cause him to rant 
about the things he believed 
were being done to Jews. 

He swore that lies inve nted 
Ty Mish 
epitKetr were responsible for 
rumors tihE SgHf^fo supposed 
$e<Tet mjg^i^s connec ted with 
the assassination. 

Puzzled by Suspicions 

Elmer Gertz, a Chicago at- 
torney prominent on the legal 
team that won reversal of the 
death sentence imposed upon 
Ruby in 1964, said Ruby was 
puzzled by the continued sus- 
picion about his role. 

‘He simply could not conceive 
that people could not see tha 
he not only acted alone but that 
they could take tills and .twist it 
into a premise for giving him a 
role in a plot against the Presi- 
dent; a; nra^he^or^Tppe d,” 
TJertz jsaid. 

He said ^ Ru b y sought no fo r- 
gi veness for" shooting Oswald , 
adding: “ I don’t think Jac k 


mpntioned his name} mnn> tfam- 

a few times in 




the man y tim es 

j then v ag 
Oswald were a figure Jjeyoad 
his-comprehefisien. 

“.Tack q ftw himself as a kind 
of instrument. He did not have 
the_delusion that God told him 
tpjtojt, or , thaLhe jwas^n_in- 



[AP Wlr^hotoJ 

Pater Geilich, assistant ad- 
ministrator of Parkland hos- 
pital in Dallas, telephoning 
sheriffs office, yesterday to 
announce the death of Jack 
Ruby. 


strument Of anv p eaPlo^but 
tEai~it happened -without-his 


coIlsdflUS_wiJi , 

Asked for Lie Test 

One of Ruby’s last requests 
in the hospital was for a lie de- 
tector test which he hoped 
would prove beyond any doubt 
that he was not involved in any 
conspiracy. But polygraph ex- 
perts and doctors said the ad- 
vanced state of his cancer and 
the drugs used for treating it 
would make such a test mean- 
ingless. 

In the secret recording made 
in his hospital room, Ruby em- 
phatically insisted he never 
had known or even seen Oswald 
before, informed sources said. 
Capital Records announced in 
New York that it was putting 
out a 46 minute record entitled 
‘The Assassination” in which 
Ruby’s talk will take three min- 
utes. 

Informed sources said his ac- 
count on the record, given in 
halting phrases, included these 
statements: 

“All I did waa jvfllk dow n 
there, down to the .bottom, of 
the ramp_ Jb^w the police 
stati on] and t hat’s y d ie n the 


incident happened— at the .Jbot- 
tom of the cam p .. . 7 itjhap- 


ne d in such a Mur that 
~ore I knew. ilJLwas^down 


mr~E5e ground . 
hI3~me onJhe 


The_.Qfficers 


jLp^t-iecalL jwhat -happened 
jxnm the timo I rnme-torthe 
bott om of the -Tamp^untol-the 


police officer s.Ji ad me on- the 
ground. 

Mentions Illegal Turn 
“Th eironic part of this is, 
hadn’t I made an illegal turn 
behind the bus to the parking 


lot, had I gone the way I was 
supposed to go straight down 
Main street, I’d of never, I 
would never have met this 
fate because the difference in 
in meeting this fate was 30 
seconds on way or the other.” 

Ruby’s life was lived on the 
drab fringes of the underworld 
and the slums from which he 
started life but he never served 
time in prison until he killed 
Oswald. 

He was bom March 25, 1911, ! 
in the Maxwell sti slum of Chi- 
cago, the sixth of nine children 
bom to Joe Rubenstein, an im- 
migrant Polish carpenter, and 
his wife, Fannie. Jack later 
changed his name from Ruben- 
stein. 

Always Winning Fights 

Jack was nicknamed “Sparky” 
because of his quick temper and 
his willingness to engage in 
street brawls. Even at the age 
of 10, his brothers recalled, he 
was getting into fights and win- 
ning them. 

When he was 12 his parents 
separated and he was placed in 
a foster home. He dropped Out 
of high school at 16 and worked 
at odd jobs such as scalping 
tickets to sports events. In 1933 ( 
he moved to San Francisco and 
sold newspaper subscriptions 
door to door. 

Returning to Chicago four 
years later, he helped organize 
a junkyard workers union. When 
his partner in the union died,. 
Jack went back to selling any-" 
thing he could until he was 
drafted in 1941. He was trained 
as an army air forces mechanic 
and was discharged in 1946 with- 
out having gone overseas. 

Opens Two Night Clubs 

In 1947 he came to DaUas 
where he joined his sister, Eva, 
and they opened two night 
clubs. Jack spent most of his 
time with the downtown strip 
joint, the Carousel club. It 
closed a few weeks after bis 
arrest. 

Quick tempered thruout his 
life, he was involved in several 
fights and minor criminal 
charges but he never got into 
major trouble until he walked 
into the police station where 
the President’s accused assas- 
sin was on exhibit. 





Jack Ruby, who died of blood clot yesterday in Dallas, pictured (arrow) as he fired shot that 
killed Lee Harvey Oswald, slayer of President Kennedy, in Dallas city jail on Nov. 24, 1963, 
two days after the assassination. tAP WIrephoto: Copyright— Dallas Tlmes-Herald] 



The day after he shot Lee 
Harvey Oswald, Jack Ruby was 
led from Dallas city jail to the 
county jail where he was to 
spend most of his remaining 
life. 



During a recess in hifl trial 
in March, 1964, Ruby pointed 
a finger at a reporter in a ges- 
ture similar to the one he made 
as he fired revolver at Oswald. 



